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February 2nd, 2014

INSERT NAME OF FIRM
To Whom It May Concern:

I am interested in obtaining a (INSERT JOB TITLE) job with (INSERT FIRM NAME).  Having looked into the firm and the position, I believe that I have the qualities necessary to succeed.  These qualities are demonstrated by my academic and extracurricular experiences. 
· Passion for Trading:  Ever since first becoming interested in the markets, I have been trying to learn as much as I possibly can about them. As an undergraduate student, my coursework has been structured around trading and classes I’ve taken include Trading and Market Microstructure, Principles of Economics, and Statistics. Furthermore, I regularly participate in trading competitions sponsored by my university to test trading strategies, learn about risk management, and translate academic knowledge into results. I am drawn by the exciting and meritocratic nature of trading and believe I would do well in such an environment.
· Strong Logic and Analytical Skills:  An interest in the military led me to complete the selection process to become an Air Combat Systems Officer (ACSO). The selection included exams comprised of various math tests, logic puzzles, and brainteasers completed under a strict time limit in a stressful environment. I excelled in this atmosphere and was the first person to pass in my region in over seven years. While my interests moved away from the military and toward the capital markets, I have found these skills translate and play an important role in capital market success. 
· Desire to Compete:  I am aware of how competitive the financial services industry is and I believe my competitive nature suits the industry well. Having been involved in sports my whole life and having played American football at the university level, I know what it is like to work hard, be disciplined, and put everything on the line in order to succeed. Similarly, having also experienced losses in sports, I know what it is like to face failure and use obstacles as a motivation to work harder and do better. This same attitude I believe would be a huge asset for the job.

Given my background and ability, I am confident my dedication, desire to learn and willingness to do everything required as a [INSERT JOB TITLE] will allow me to excel at [FIRM]. I appreciate the effort, time and capital dedicated to new hires at [FIRM] and it is my mission to provide a return on this investment as soon as possible.
Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely,

Joseph Smith

Joseph Smith
